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Dear Elaine and John,

I want to thank you for the gift of Sky Lodge. It is hard to 
believe it’s been six years since it became a part of the 
Unity Environmental University portfolio, and we remain 
committed to making it a destination for our students and 
the public. The 2023-24 year has been a busy one for  
Sky Lodge, including our biggest investments to date in 
the property itself. 

On April 8, 2024, Sky Lodge had the privilege of being  
in the path of totality for the total solar eclipse and it  
welcomed Unity students, faculty and some staff as well 
as the general public to watch this amazing natural phenomenon. I hope you enjoy 
reading more about it later in the document. We were also able to keep some local  
traditions alive during the 2023-24 year by once again hosting the Forest Hills  
Consolidated School’s National Honor Society Induction Ceremony at the Historic 
Lodge, as well as providing space for 21 local seniors to participate in crafts and other 
social activities at the Elaine and John Couri Welcome Center weekly. We also hosted 
Atlantic Partners EMS Wilderness EMT Training course in October. 

In the fall of 2023, we began renovations to the property, resulting in an over 
$900,000.00 investment, however in order to minimize disruption and ensure the  
safest possible environment during construction, we made the difficult decision to 
pause operations in November until the work was complete. Staffing continues to  
be a challenge, however over the winter we were able to hire a dedicated caretaker  
for the property and our Director of Facilities has been actively engaged in managing  
the renovations.

I am confident that these investments, including the new state of the art Hy-Flex  
classroom in the Moose River Valley Center funded by the USDA TEACH Grant,  
will allow the property to thrive going forward serving not just Unity Environmental  
University students but guests and local residents for years to come.

With pride,

Dr. Melik Peter KhouryPresident/CEO, Unity Environmental University
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